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logics to be mere fables. Celestine sent a legate to
Philip. The king was obdurate. Then the pope, " as
the common father of all Christians, and the guardian
of the divine rule upon earth, in virtue of the fulness of
the papal power, and with the assent of his brethren,
declared the sentence of divorce to be null and void,
illegal, pronounced against a woman ignorant of the
language of the country and without defence."
Philip showed no sign of submission.    He imprisoned
the Danish envoys: he turned a deaf ear to the protests
of pope and bishops: he set about to find a new wife.
Several damsels were suggested. The daughter of Conrad,
count Palatine, refused to marry one who had ill-treated
a noble girl   But another German alliance was found.
Agnes, daughter of the Duke of Meran, niece of the
Margrave of Meissen, in June 1196 became Philip's wife.
Three years passed by in threats and negotiations.   New
legates, new gatherings of bishops, new letters from the
aged pope, attempted to deal with this new scandal
And   meantime   Ingeborgis   remained   practically   a
prisoner, patiently waiting for justice.    She was forced,
it is said, to sell her jewels, her very clothes, to seek
alms.    " The king," she wrote to the Holy Father, " can
allege no fault against me, yet he scorns the letters of
your holiness and the mandates of the cardinals.   I die
if your pity does not come to my aid."   The bishop
of Tournai renewed his appeals on her behalf: even the
white-handed metropolitan of Eheims was touched.  But
soon the unhappy queen was to have a stronger defender.
On January 8, 1198, Innocent HI., the greatest of
medieval popes, ascended the papal throne.   One of his
first acts was to write a formal letter to Philip, announc-